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Four You Gallery is delighted to present ‘The Triumph of Life’, an exhibition of new paintings by the London-based
artist Dannielle Hodson. Inspired by Pieter Bruegel the Elder’s apocalyptic masterpiece ‘The Triumph of Death’ (c.1562),
in which a hoard of skeletons rampage across a devastated landscape, the title of the show might be understood
as an affirmation of human resilience and adaptability in the face of individual and collective trauma, not least the fallout of
the ongoing global pandemic. Charged with an urgent organic energy, the motifs in Hodson’s canvases –
characteristically, a teeming, often grotesquely comic mass of faces and limbs – feel always on the point of
transformation. Unwilling to be trapped in the dead zone of stable, ‘logical’ depiction, they mutate to survive.
Hodson’s paintings emerge from a process of unplanned, almost automatic abstract mark making, and it is only when she
has laid down a critical mass of pigment that figurative motifs begin to suggest themselves – something the artist has
described as ‘embryonic faces pressing through my paint’, which she then ‘works consciously to bring into full being’. In
her painting A Tolerance for Indeterminacy (2022) ¬– a title that echoes the writer Maggie Nelson’s formulation of the
intellectual and emotional underpinnings of freedom – Hodson presents us with a vision of what might be a Bruegelesque
Armageddon, or (given the presence of a modest rainbow above what might be billowing sails) the budding of a
new green world from the smouldering ashes of the old. As our eyes travel across the work, we witness the
extraordinary range of Hodson’s painterly address, from supple graphic strokes to passages of impasto abstraction. Paint’s
potential to show anything, to be anything, becomes here an index of liberty.
Often absent a core motif around which the composition is organised, the artist’s canvases demand that we
forget notions of foreground and background, an image’s centre and its periphery. Instead, we’re invited to practice a radically democratic form of viewing, in which every element of the image is a bearer of equal (and ever-fluid) meaning.
Embedding a host of tiny details in that most intractable of shades, Prussian blue, Hodson’s painting Out of the Blue (2022)
is both a formal high-wire act and a prompt for us to look harder, to look better, to see more: note the face of the clown
that emerges from the foggy ground, its eyelids tugged open by wispy tendrils of paint.
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While Hodson’s portrait works are rooted in a long-established art historical genre, they subject its focus, the human face,
to a series of destabilizing (and typically very funny) indignities. Looking at When Your Hand is a Sculpture (2022),
in which a pair of heads are burdened, or blessed, with a panoply of incommensurate facial features, any notion of the
essential boundedness and continuity of the individual human being is cast into doubt. Significantly, Hodson’s title calls our
attention not to these jumbled, jostling visages, but to a body part that usually plays a subordinate role in portraiture, the
hand, which we are told here is not a living appendage, but rather its sculpted double. If the artist’s invented ‘sitters’ appear
alarmed at this eventuality, all staring eyes and open mouths, then they are blithely unaware, or perhaps unconcerned, that
their faces are formed not of flesh but of that most animated and endlessly malleable of substances – Hodson’s paints.
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ABOUT THE ARTIST
Dannielle Hodson (born 1980, lives and works in London) was educated at Central St. Martins, London
(BA Womenswear Fashion Design, MA Fine Art) and is a graduate of the Turps Banana studio painting programme.
Her work has been exhibited in solo and group exhibitions at galleries and public institutions including: Dannielle
Hodson: Another Kind of Life’, Four You Gallery (2021); ‘Miniscule Venice’, satellite programme 58th Venice
Biennale (2019, in association with Cross Lane Projects); ‘An Art School’, Tate Exchange at Tate Modern (2017),
and the National Open Art Competition 2016, Mercer’s Hall, London, where she won the Roy Pace Award.
She is a Trustee of the contemporary art charity Outside In.
While Dannielle Hodson’s large-scale oil paintings teem with physiological details – a grotesquely comic multitude
of human and animal eyes, teeth and limbs – these figurative elements evolve out of a kind of primordial
abstraction. Each work begins with a process of unplanned, almost automatic mark making, during which the artist
is concerned not with creating imagery, but rather with channeling energy from the world outside the canvas onto
its flat, bounded plane. Once enough pigment has been amassed, it starts to suggest motifs, in much the same
way as certain clouds seem to mimic the shapes of Earthly objects, or shadows on the lunar surface summon up
a “man in the moon”. (This subcortical characteristic of visual perception is known as pareidolia, and is
intimately connected to the human fight or flight response).
Aware of the embryonic faces pressing through her paint, Hodson works consciously towards bringing them into
full being. This is a process that involves both embellishment and sublimation, creation and destruction, and one
that tracks the artist’s shifting focus, stimuli and emotional state over the gestation period of a given canvas. The
result is a seething mass of pigment, in which the physical boundaries between one monstrous, cartoonish figure
and another are destabilized, and any hierarchy between image and abstraction is replaced by a roiling, polymorphous field of paint. To look at these works is to be confronted by an excess of visual information, with nothing in
the way of a central, anchoring motif, and they might best be understood as a topography to explore, and perhaps
to lose (or indeed find) oneself in. Informed by Mikhail Bakhtin’s theories of the ‘carnivalesque’, Hodson’s paintings
present a vision of suppressed libidinal energies let loose on the world, of distinctions between high and low
upended, of the messy, democratizing, fundamentally human stuff of desire rising ineluctably to the surface. Recent
explorations of the portrait genre, in which the visages of invented sitters are overburdened with an excess of mismatched facial features, cast doubt on the ability of the painted image to frame – and fix – the human subject.
Instead, these works position the individual as something closer to a verb than a noun – a process
of mutation and endless becoming.

ABOUT THE GALLERY
In an attempt to transpose the gender inequality that continues to persist in the art world, Four
You gallery exclusively showcases the work of female artists. Four You Gallery is a travel lingvenue-by-appointment that showcases contemporary art. It offers female artists a global
audience, whilst allowing art enthusiasts to discover thoughtfully curated artworks produced by
international talents.
Apparent is the lack of representation of female artists in galleries, as well as the exclusion of
women from the mainstream art market. Four You gallery intends to provide a platform for the
overlooked; offering a space that encourages cross-discipline dialogue led solely by women
aiming to inflict change. Dedicated to the artist and regardless of their nationality, medium, or
career-status, Four You hopes to celebrate, support and empower.
Curated for you – whether a casual enthusiast or passionate collector – we carefully select
artists with distinct and bold styles. We wish to captivate and inspire, by casting the spotlight on
stimulating women in art.
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