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Through the use of childlike imagery, artist Gemma
Holzer reflects upon the universal emergence into
adulthood and the interpersonal relationships we hold
with one another.

Alone Together, 2020
Acrylic and oil on canvas
140 x 210 cm

‘Alone Together’ reveals the collective loneliness that
resonates in this surreal post digital existence. The
artists’ autobiographical character PinkBoy is the
subject of most of her paintings. The fetus-like
creature inhabits Holzer’s illusory realities: these are
worlds in which one can escape that technically derive
from digital drawings.

Before You Met Me, 2020
Acrylic and oil on canvas
120 x 120 cm

Before I Knew You, 2020
Acrylic and oil on canvas
120 x 120 cm

The fetus-like creature PinkBoy is the subject of
most of the paintings in ‘Alone Together,’ and is
reminiscent of familiar cartoon imagery. Holzer is
inspired by artists including Charles M. Schultz and
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, and this is reflected by
the motifs in her paintings. PinkBoy is a self-portrait; a stand-in for youth. He is placed within the
artificial worlds to raise questions and concerns
around being human in today’s age.
Flat, and profoundly still, the images exist as
vacuums of time. A sense of the present fails to
exist; yet within the isolate universe, PinkBoy finds
solace in an alike companion. We witness their
relationship at a distance. Our connectivity to them
is diluted through the medium of paint; similarly, in
reality relationships are diluted through the
operation of the digital realm.

Floating Through Space, 2020
Acrylic and oil on canvas
160 x 160 cm

Much like her rendering of digital imagery into paint,
Holzer is successful in her translation of a computerised
aesthetic into human emotion. Despite the abstract
and dilute content of the paintings, Holzer’s titles are
kind in their linguistic offering. One can also grasp the
emotional energy of each painting despite PinkBoy’s
stoic composure.
These subtleties and abstractions allow for the viewer to
project their own feeling onto the artwork, and take
from it what they understand to be true of life and
relationships. Although without a rigid chronology, the
paintings in this exhibition can be read in a storybook
like fashion. One can witness the development of
PinkBoy’s relationship to his surroundings and his
companion BlueBoy. We can make assumptions upon
their ambiguous connection, yet clear is the purity and
child-like innocence of their union.
Sugar. Spice. And Everything Nice., 2020
Acrylic and oil on canvas
120 x 150 cm

Fall 1965., 2020
Acrylic and oil on canvas
100 x 100 cm

Where Art Thou?, 2020
Acrylic and oil on canvas
140 x 105 cm

Winter 1965., 2020
Acrylic and oil on canvas
100 x 100 cm

You Keep Me Warm, 2020
Acrylic and oil on canvas
140 x 105 cm

Checkmate, 2020
Acrylic and oil on canvas
90 x 120 cm

Born in Mill Valley, California in 1996, Gemma Holzer
is a London based artist whose work reflects upon
childhood and the following emergence into adult life
in a post digital age. Holzer spent her early years in
California, and later Amersfoort in the Netherlands,
until she moved to London in 2015 at the age of 19 to
study art. She went on to attain a Foundation diploma
at the Art Academy, and a first class bachelors degree
in Fine Art from City & Guilds of London. Markedly
successful in her art career thus far, Holzer’s work has
been shown all over the world in both group and solo
exhibitions, reaching cities including New York, Los
Angeles and San Francisco. Taking thematic inspiration from artists including Charles M. Schultz and
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, the artist creates bold
large-scale paintings with brightly coloured acrylics
and oils. Holzer uses painterly techniques to attain flat
surfaces that mimic digital screens; overly saturated
scenes allude to memories of youth. The computerised
images, albeit abstracted, are drawn directly from the
artist’s experience of childhood. Further, Holzer’s
work addresses interpersonal relationships, loneliness,
and reality. The paintings offer a surreal escape, and
invite the audience into the make-believe experience
constructed by the artist
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In an attempt to transpose the gender inequality that continues to persist in the art
world, Four You gallery exclusively showcases the work of female artists. Four You
Gallery is a travelling venue-by-appointment that showcases contemporary art. It
offers female artists a global audience, whilst allowing art enthusiasts to discover
thoughtfully curated artworks produced by international talents.
Apparent is the lack of representation of female artists in galleries, as well as the
exclusion of women from the mainstream art market. Four You gallery intends to
provide a platform for the overlooked; offering a space that encourages cross-discipline dialogue led solely by women aiming to inflict change. Dedicated to the artist
and regardless of their nationality, medium, or career-status, Four You hopes to
celebrate, support and empower.
Curated for you – whether a casual enthusiast or passionate collector – we carefully
select artists with distinct and bold styles. We wish to captivate and inspire, by casting
the spotlight on stimulating women in art.

